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SUBJECT:DELAY IN SCHEDULE "ISLAS ORCADAS " 

REE: BUENOS AIRES 7887 AND 8003 

1. NSF HAS RECONSIDERED THE ISLAS ORCADAS SCHEDULING PER 
YOUR SUGGESTION AND HAS DECIDED TO WITHDRAW FROM CRUISE 
III OE VESSEL. EMBASSY REQUESTED TO PASS THE FOLLOWING 
TO THE DIRECTOR, HYDROGRAPHIC INSTITUTE OF ARGENTINA AND 
DIRECTOR, ANTARCTIC INSTITUTE OF ARGENTINA: 

QUOTE 

A NUMBER OF FACTORS BEARING UPON THE OVERHAUL AND 
SUBSEQUENT OPERATION OF A.R.A. ISLAS ORCADAS HAVE COMPRESSED 
THE TIME AVAILABLE FOR CRUISE III TO A DEGREE THAT U.S. 
PARTICIPATION HAS BECOME UNECONOMICAL IN THE EXPENDITURE 
OF TRAVEL EUNDS AND IN THE EXPECTATION OE A MEANINGFUL 
SCIENTIFIC RETURN. THEREEORE NSF HAS DECIDED IT CANNOT 
PARTICIPATE IN CRUISE III. 

REVIEWING OUR SITUATION AND KEEPING OUR PRIORITIES IN 
PERSPECTIVE, THIS OFFICE FEELS THAT OVERHAUL COMPLETION, 

DOCK AND SEA TRIALS, FOLLOWED BY A POST SHAKEDOWN SHIPYARD 
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AVAILABILITY AS NECESSARY, MIGHT BE EXPECTED TO REQUIRE 
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ALL THE REMAINING WORKING DAYS BETWEEN NOW AND THE 
CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS. 

OUR DECISION TO WITHDRAW U.S. PARTICIPATION IN 
CRUISE III HAS BEEN REACHED RELUCTANTLY, HOWEVER WE PEEL 
THAT THIS COURSE OP ACTION IS THE ONLY ONE WHICH WILL 
HAVE ORCADAS PULLY READY POR CRUISE IV ON JANUARY 10, 1975. 

NSE POLAR REQUESTS PERMISSION TO HAVE SCIENTIPIC AND 
OPERATIONAL REPRESENTATIVES ON BOARD ORCADAS JUST PRIOR 
TO AND DURING SHAKEDOWN TO PROVIDE THE NECESSARY 
LIAISON BETWEEN ORCADAS, NATIONAL SCIENCE POUNDATION, 
AND THE US SCIENTIPIC COMMUNITY. OUR OVERALL OBJECTIVE 
IS TO MAKE ALL POSSIBLE EPPORTS TOWARD A SUCCESSPUL 
CRUISE IV. 

UNQUOTE 

2. EMBASSY IS REQUESTED TO TRANSMIT ARGENTINE RESPONSE 
TO ABOVE ENQUIRY TO THE DEPARTMENT WITH NSP POLAR WASH 
DC AS INTO ADDRESSEE. INGERSOLL 
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